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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








And as His redeemed people, we are to lay aside the prejudices of family or religious heritage, building our lives squarely on His word.  But we can only be free to build on the Rock (Matthew 7:24-27) when we're committed to truth, and are ready to make godly principles the backbone of our personal convictions.


_________________________


Cont. from page 1





The burden of sickness; (Js.5: 14-15) the burden of financial need; (Rom. 15: 26) the burden of family problems. In such times God wants us to be burden bearers and there are many ways to do so. Just by listening to one's problem or offering some spiritual counsel we may lighten the load. When we do so, we fulfill the "law of Christ". Jesus makes profound the importance of this when He answers those, on the right, who asks how they had helped Him. To them He said, "Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, (even) these least, ye did it unto me. (Matt 25: 40)


    I have seen many examples of burden bearing in this church. Let us be vigilant always to do so for it is indeed "who we are".


 			JP


___________________________








   No man can live by faith" (Romans 1:17) if that faith is not his own.  No man will allow himself to be made over into the image of Christ until he is genuinely convinced of his need to change.  Simply put, no one can serve the Lord by touting the beliefs of others.  No family tradition, no "faith of our fathers," no Restoration Heritage can make one right with his Creator.  Only a personal conviction that places God above all other interests can justify one in the eyes of heaven.  "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ? (Romans 5:1).


     Each New Testament Christian faces the singular danger of allowing his beliefs and practices to be dictated by what has been "approved" by others in the past.  It's not that a disciple should reject out-of-hand those beliefs held sacred by his forebears; rather, it's that each disciple must discover truth for himself in God's word.  Christians who are older should never fear a young saint's examination of scripture and tradition.  It can only serve to clarify his understanding and deepen his conviction if he studies with an honest heart.








But learning to handle it correctly takes study and effort, as in the development of any skill.  And just as a master craftsman knows his trade more fully than when he was young, so the maturing disciple should be acquiring a more perfect grasp of divine truth.


     The Hebrew writer addressed the sorry state of Christians who had not progressed in their faith.  "For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food" (Hebrews 5:12).  The dilemma of non-growing Christians is not just that they haven't accumulated enough facts, but that they haven't learned to translate spiritual principles into practical applications.  How can we ever hope to "press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14) if we lack personal conviction built on the solid foundation of God's revealed word?  Without personal faith and conviction, we'll never keep ourselves focused on the proper priorities.


     Pursuing the righteousness "which is through faith in Christ" (Philippians 3:9) demands courage; not a courage to maintain the status quo of sectarianism, but the courage of our personal convictions.  Each of us sustains a personal relationship with God through the saving blood of Jesus Christ. 





					





Faith and Personal Conviction


By Steve Dewhirst





"Let each be fully convinced in his own mind" (Romans 14:5).  Nothing is more central to a healthy relationship with God than personal conviction.  Man's personal faith comes from being introduced to The Faith, the sum of all divinely inspired scripture (Romans 10:17).  God has revealed His will so that we might understand and grow into what He would have us be (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  And preeminent among God's plans for us is that we be "conformed to the image of His Son"  (Romans 8:29).








     By contrast, blindly embracing the beliefs of others isn't faith at all; it's mere conformity.  One's conformity to God's revealed word, based on his own study, is admirable.  But conformity to the convictions of other men, based on the fear of disfavor or laziness unwilling to dig for oneself, is reprehensible.  It was just such a subscription to the social acceptability of an established orthodoxy that prevented many influential Jews from confessing their faith in Jesus (John 12:42-43).


     New Testament Christians have no scriptural alternative to personal conviction.  The only other option - and it's far from scriptural - is to sign on to beliefs that someone else has decided will prove him "sound" in the faith.  And vehement denials notwithstanding, that's creedalism, pure and simple.  But that course has appealed to many over the years, perhaps because personal conviction requires never-ending effort.  "Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15, ASV).  Each disciple is a "workman" equipped with the tool necessary to serve God, His word.   





Burden Bearing





   In the comic strip "Peanuts" Lucy asks Charlie Brown "why are we here on earth?" He replies "to make others happy." She ponders this, and asks, "then why are the others here?"


     In the Galatian letter Paul admonishes us,  "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." (Gal. 6: 2) I wonder sometimes, how serious we take the idea of "bearing one another's burdens"? If to do so fulfills the "law 


of Christ", failing to do so sets aside that same law and puts one's soul in jeopardy. But just what is this law and how does it apply to burden bearing and to us? Jesus said, " A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another." (Jn. 13:34) It is a law of love. "A distinguishing law of the Redeemer and could be filled in no better way than to aid each other in the divine life." (Barns Notes) 


     In the preceding verse, Paul instructs us about restoring a brother who is overtaken in a fault, (sin) both how and why. It is the very essence of love toward each other to turn one from the error of his ways. (Js. 5: 19-20) 


    Yet, while our concern for the spiritual health of a brother is of primary importance there are other burdens that we must bear with one another.			Cont. on page 3














FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto


Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Malcolm Smith who is still having 


some problems.


Remember those who are traveling


Our  efforts to acquire an evangelist are moving forward. Let's all pray for these


efforts.


Sis. Carolyn Phillips Aunt Sis. Jean 


Phillips of Summerton Ala.  Is recovering


from emergency by-pass surgery on Friday


________________________________





Ladies Bible Class


Second Monday of the Month


7:30 PM


At the Building


________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Philip West


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 1---Andy Williams	


   Asst. 2-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 3-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 4-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 5-----Ryan Brown


2nd Prayer----Norm Rich


Scripture Reading---


Sermon-------Bill Hall


Announcements--Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer-----David Brown


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Marty Hammond


Song Leader-----Philip West


2nd Prayer------Michael Burke


Scripture Reading---Zachary Huff


Sermon----Bill Hall


Lord's Supper----Rodee Bruns 


Announcements---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Gospel Meeting PM Services 





Sermon----Bill Hall





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








He who walks in the 


MIDDLE OF THE ROAD


 Gets hit from both sides


(George P. Schultz)











